no                       Morocco Awakes
This defection on the part of the navy was most im-
portant and nearly wrecked the revolt To ensure
success it was essential to transport the Army of Africa
to the mainland at the earliest possible moment, and as
far as could be seen the Republican warships now
commanded the Straits But fortunately for the Nation-
alists the sailors were hoist by their own petard If you
take away the officers from a regiment its efficiency will
be lessened, but fighting value will by no means be
destroyed, since non-commissioned officers can carry
on \\ith very fair prospect of success With a battleship
the case is altered There is much to be done which is
of a highly technical nature, and a ship without officers
is not very much more use than a rowing boat without
oars This principle, applicable to any fleet, soon
demonstrated its truth in the case of the Republican
ships, which were manned by a somewhat illiterate
personnel Even in the early stages of the war the
manoeuvres of the navy failed to prevent the Nationalist
troops crossing over to the Peninsula in force, and later,
when inefficiency became even more marked, all
pretence of keeping command of the Straits was
abandoned
All the same the situation remained an anxious one
Troops were despatched to Seville by aeroplane and
General Franco was wel pleased when he had sent over
some eight hundred men by this means. The first ex-
peditions despatched by sea were ventures of faith
indeed. On August 5th3 Colonel Yague, who had
served \vith distinction in the Asturias rising and was
now to make a still greater name for himself, landed
with a small mixed force of Moors and Legionaries.
Algetiras was seized after some fighting, and later La
Linea and San Roque fell, the troops being reinforced